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125 YEARS OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
By RYAN MCSWAIN 

0 n the western cdhrcofClarcndon,Tcxas.you'II find the Athens 
of the Panhandle. "I think the locals named us 1ha1." says 
Clarendon College President Tex Huckhaults. ~Early studies 

al the College featured a classical education. And if you've been by. 
you've seen the white columns. They bring to mind ancient Greek 
architecture. We've tried to continue that as we've grown." 

The original Athens dates back thousands of years, but the 

"Athens of the Panhandle" is celebrating its 125th anniversary. 

Founded in 1898, it's older than all but a few local businesses or 

organizations, and has been in continual operation longer than any 

"It gives students a head start with college and then university." 

Marty students, including a large number of education majors, 

start at Clarendon College before finishing elsewhere. Of its 

250 graduates each year, 100 end up at West Texas A&M University. 

"We push all of our academic students into university We have 

programs to help students transfer directly into online and in person 

programs with WTAMU and Texas Tech. We also work with schools 

like Midwestern State in Wichita Falls, Oklahoma Panhandle State 

University, and Eastern New Mexico University." 

Along with the 107-acre campus in Clarendon, the College 

maintains branches in Amarillo, Childress and Pampa. "Amarillo is 

other institution of higher 

learning in the region. 

"We're the best-

ALL CLARENDON COLLEGE HISTORIC PHOTOS FROM UNIVERSITY OF NORTH 
TEXAS LIBRARIES, THE PORTAL TO TEXAS HISTORY, TEXASHISTORV.UNT.EDU; 
COURTESY OF-PANHANDLE-PLAINS HISTORICAL MUSEUM 

cosmetology," says Buckhaults 

"Our other sites have technical 
training. Pampa has welding, RN 

and BSN nursing, cosmetology, 

industrial maintenance and 

academics. Childress has 

cosmetology, nursing and 

academics Clarendon focuses 

on face-to-face classes and 

ranch and feedlot operations " 

kept secret in the Texas 

Panhandle," Buckhaults says. 

FROM CLASSROOMS 
TO COWBOYS 

According to Buckhaults, 
the school's smaller size is 

an asset. "Depending on the 

program, we have between 

a 15-to-1 and 19-to-1 

student-teacher ratio," he 

says. Each student receives 

more individual attention, 

which translates into higher 

graduation rates and successful transfers. 

The college offers two-year Associate in Science and Associate 

in Arts degrees and is accredited by the Southern Association of 

Colleges and Schools. By enrollment, cosmetology is its largest 

program, followed by nursing. But its agricultural impact is much 

older. "Our legacy program is ranch and feedlot operations,» says 

Buckhaults. "We're seeing third- and fourth generation students, 

grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Going through that program, 

they get a lot of training on operating farms, ranches and feedlots. 

There are plenty offield trips!" 

The Ranch and Feedlot Operations Program only accepts 

28 students a year. "I can't brag on those cowboys enough They 

know how to make it in today's world," he says. In the program, 

students learn creative methods for keeping a farm or ranch 

profitable, from hunting leases to wind and solar energy 

Clarendon College works with local school districts as well. "We're 

one of those schools with a high rate of dual credit,• Buckhaults says. 

Regardless of their 

educational focus, attending 

Clarendon College aunches 

students into a bright future 

"For a long t,me, 100 percent 

of the kids in ranch and feedlot 

operations go into well-paying 

jobs Same with our nursing program," Buckhaults says. ~As it stands 

right now, all of our graduates this year are already working part-time 

or have offers for jobs as soon as they graduate • 

SPORTS. SPURS. AND SPOTLIGHTS 
Clarendon College didn't just break educational ground in the 

Panhandle. The school has played a maJor role in West Texas sports 

history. In fact, the 
first interscholastic 

football game in the 

Panhandle took place 

between Clarendon 

College and Goodnight 

Academy back in 1903. 

(Clarendon came out 

on top, 16 to 10.) But 

there's more to the 






